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Public Assembly 
Outside Areas of the Campus may be used for purposes of Expressive Activities 
subject to Rule 2.10 and the Guidelines set forth below. The College does not restrict 
Expressive Activities to specific free speech zones. For information purposes only 
(and not for purposes of designation), locations where members of the College 
community commonly gather include, but are not limited to, the following: 
1. The stage located by the tree canopy just west of the Wattenbarger

Student Services building (S building), which provides a central and
accessible location well suited for these purposes (also known as Oak Grove).

2. The S building breezeway or covered stage on the northeast corner of the S
building (also known as the Band Shell).

3. The courtyard west of the Alan J. Robertson Administration Building.
4. Amphitheater area that is adjacent to and west of the Fine Arts Hall.

The College has indoor spaces that may, subject to availability and other conditions, be 
reserved for temporary use in accordance with College Rule 6.4 and its implementing 
procedure. 

Guidelines for Public Assembly 

Organizers or participants planning public assembly in Outdoor Areas of the Campus 
are encouraged, but not required, to provide advance notice to Student Life (SL) and 
the Santa Fe College Police Department (SFPD) for availability, security, and safety 
reasons. Organizers or participants who wish to engage in Expressive Activities in 
Outdoor Areas of Campus may do so freely, spontaneously, and contemporaneously as 
long as the person’s conduct is lawful and does not materially and substantially disrupt 
the functioning of the College or infringe upon the rights of other individuals or 
organizations to engage in expressive activities, and conforms with this Procedure. The 
following include, but are not limited to, examples of conduct that is prohibited in 
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Outdoor Areas of Campus because such materially and substantially disrupts the 
functioning of the College or infringes upon the rights of other individuals or 
organizations to engage in Expressive Activities: 

1. Trespassing inside a College Facility or a restricted area, or remaining in a 
Facility or restricted area after being told to leave by a law enforcement 
officer, the President, the Director of Facilities, or a Center Director, 

2. Interfering with the educational mission and standard operation of the 
College, 

3. Infringing the rights of other individuals and organizations to engage in 
Expressive Activities, 

4. Obstructing, sitting or standing in, or impeding entrances or exits to or 
from buildings, doorways, sidewalks, bicycle or pedestrian paths, parking 
lots, streets, or driveways, 

5. Interfering with or disrupting instructional activities inside  a Facility, 
6. Interfering with, forcibility detaining, threatening, badgering, or harassing 

passersby, 
7. Disrupting a Sanctioned College Event or previously scheduled or 

reserved ceremonies or activities on College Facilities occurring at the 
same time, 

8. Damaging any property including lawns, grass, shrubs, trees, landscaping, 
benches, signs, or artwork, 

9. Permit or cause litter or debris, 
10. Interfering with or preventing a College scheduled or College authorized 

speaker to/from being heard, 
11. Inciting others or posing so as to create a clear and present danger or a 

health or safety threat to persons or property, 
12. Violating, or inciting others to violate, any federal, state, or local laws or 

College policies, 
13. Utilizing sound amplification in a manner that does not comply with this 

procedure, 
14. Encampments and camping, with or without a tent or structure, including 

sleeping overnight, or 
15. Using stakes in the ground to affix signs, banners, tents, canopies, or the 

like (unless expressly authorized in writing by the College). 

Sound Amplification 
Use of amplified sound is permitted in Outdoor Areas of Campus if controlled by the 
person or entity engaging in the Expressive Activity so that it does not disrupt 
scheduled or reserved courses or activities at Facilities occurring at the same time or 
the operations of the College and it does not violate applicable state or local laws, rules, 
or ordinances on noise. Amplified sound is generally found to occur through use of 
shouting, horns, bullhorns, megaphones, microphone or a speaker, amplifier or any like 
devices. SFPD, the SL Director, a Center Director and the Facilities Director are 
authorized to determine non-compliance with this section and to direct that amplified 
sound or playing of any music or radio be distanced away from a College Facility or be 
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limited to a certain sound level or work with the organizer to find a different location or 
alternative day or time of day. SFPD or local law enforcement agencies may be utilized 
to determine if there is a violation. 
Tables, Exhibits and Displays 
Use of tables, chairs, free-standing signs, or other equipment for exhibits and displays 
goes beyond the definition of Expressive Activities and requires advanced approval. 
Tables, chairs, free-standing signs, exhibits and displays may be used by persons or 
organizations in Outdoor Areas of the Campus subject to the Guidelines for public 
assembly stated above and the following guidelines which are reasonable and 
content-neutral on time, place, and manner of expression: 
1. Time: All individuals and organizations who desire to table or set tables, chairs, 

free-standing signs for exhibits or displays shall obta in approval  f rom SL 
prior to the planned event or visit. SL and Facilities may create a content-neutral 
reservation process. Upon request and subject to availability, College owned 
tables may be temporarily provided. 

2. No interference with passersby: All representatives must remain seated or 
standing behind their assigned table(s) and refrain from harassing passersby. 

3. Distribution of printed materials: To maintain the appearance of the Facilities, 
exhibitors are responsible for keeping the area clean and printed materials 
shall be kept on assigned tables.  

4. Food, drinks, gifts or tokens: These items may be distributed only after 
SL approval has been granted. 

5. Place: In order to prevent hazards or crowded conditions or in order to allow 
equitable access, SL Director, Facilities Director, and Center Directors are 
authorized to limit the number and direct relocation.  

6. Risk of Loss: Exhibitors are responsible for the removal of their exhibits, chairs, 
displays, canopies, printed materials and other personal items prior to the end 
of day. The College is not responsible for damaged, lost, or stolen items. Any 
exhibitors’ items or personnel property left unattended maybe without further 
notice considered as abandoned, as donation to the Foundation, or disposed. 

Student Organizations: Members of student organizations chartered by the College may 
promote their interests, encourage student participation in their events, and/or conduct 
fund-raising activities by tabling in Outdoor Areas of the Campus. A chartered student 
organization must notify SL of the location and times in advance. Student organizations 
cannot table as agents or sale representatives for Commercial Activities or Commercial 
Speech, unless part of a Sanctioned College Event. 
Sanctioned College Event: The use of tables, tents, signs, exhibits and displays by the 
College or as part of a Sanctioned College Event does not require advance approval, 
and such use is exempt from the above guidelines. 
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Posting and Distribution of Printed Materials 
Printed materials whether posted or distributed (which purposes of this procedure 
includes brochures, flyers, signs, stickers, petitions, and banners) in Outdoor Areas of 
the Campus are subject to the following content-neutral and reasonable time, place and 
manner restrictions: 
1. Printed materials shall not be posted (taped, stapled, glued, or otherwise) on 

any glass, painted, or finished surface, including windows and doors on 
College Facilities. 

2. Printed materials shall not be posted on trees or poles on campus property. 
Those erected and maintained by the College, or by a contractor on behalf of the 
College, are exempt from this restriction. 

3. Printed materials may not be distributed by placing them under car 
windshield wipers, door handles, or otherwise placing them on parked vehicles. 

4. Unattended stacks of printed materials shall not be left anywhere on campus, 
including tables, walkways, stairwells, floors, and on the ground, with the 
exception of (a) those posted on bulletin boards referenced below or (b) those 
displayed by the College and its departments. 

5. Littering is prohibited. 
6. Printed materials must not be of a size or carried, posted or displayed in a 

manner that is dangerous or causes an obstruction or interferes with access to 
College’s buildings, stairs, bicycle or pedestrian paths, sidewalks, streets, or 
blocks traffic flow or visibility. 

7. Chalking is prohibited on buildings, walls, streets, stairs, benches, and rocks and 
in breezeways. 

8. Displaying or posting of any printed material that is discriminatory, defamatory or 
obscene or that constitutes or is likely to provoke or advocates illegal, 
pornographic, or violent activity or violates any federal, state, or local laws or 
College policies is prohibited. 

Printed materials in violation of the above provisions are prohibited and are subject to 
removal and disposal without notice. 
Public Bulletin Boards: Santa Fe College has established bulletin boards located 
outdoors labeled as public postings throughout campus where printed materials may 
be posted without prior authorization. Printed materials posted on the board that are 
prohibited or outdated will be removed and disposed. Postings that violate federal, 
state, or local law are subject to removal. Excessive postings or duplicate printed 
materials posted to a single bulletin board may be removed due to space constraints or 
to allow equitable access for others. The College reserves the right to remove printed 
materials on a bulletin board due to board maintenance, inclement weather, pending 
storm, or if material is damaged or deteriorated, or for another reason not based on 
content. 
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Departmental/Administrative Bulletin Boards: Departmental/Administrative Bulletin 
Boards are provided exclusively for the posting of official business or information 
originating from College, including departments, divisions and chartered student 
organizations. It is the responsibility of the original poster or designee to remove 
materials from the bulletin board once outdated or no longer relevant. The College has 
the right to limit the number of materials posted per event or organization to ensure 
equitable access to limited bulletin board space and to remove materials, even if not 
outdated, if the materials are damaged or deteriorated or for board maintenance.  
Materials on Public and Departmental/Administrative Bulletin Boards must comply with 
the above guidelines for printed materials and the following: 
1. Items must be current and accurate, 
2. Be no larger than 12” x 18”, 
3. Be posted without covering up other items, 
4. Be secured unto bulletin boards with pushpins or thumbtacks – the use of 

staples is not allowed. 
Banners and Signs: Banners and signs displayed at College Facilities must comply with 
the above guidelines for posting and distribution of printed materials. Chartered student 
organizations desiring to hang or mount banners or signs on College premises 
shall first submit an application to SL. Applications shall be submitted by the 14th day 
prior to the day the banner or sign is to be hung or mounted. Posting on Public Bulletin 
Boards does not require prior approval of SL. 
Overnight Activities and Security 
The College’s normal hours of operation for purposes of this procedure are Monday 
through Friday 8:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m. Activities outside of these hours are considered 
‘overnight’ for purposes of this procedure. Overnight activities may result in additional 
safety measures and time or effort of the College and its employees. The College 
recognizes that Expressive Activities may invite another form of protest or spectators. 
When appropriate, SFPD and other law enforcement agencies or other College 
assigned officials may be present and security measures may be employed to ensure 
the safety of all participants and the College community. This includes the ability for 
SFPD and law enforcement officers to require organizations, participants and 
spectators and tables, chairs, and other personal property be physically separated, 
reasonably distanced, or removed. Nothing herein shall be interpreted to preclude or 
limit the exercise of authority by the SFPD and other law enforcement agencies. 

Non-Compliance and Termination 
All persons and entities who engage in Expressive Activities at or in College Facilities 
must comply with the law and College policies. If the President, a College official, 
SFPD, or a law enforcement officer determines that an Expressive Activity is unlawful or 
is materially and substantially disrupt the functioning of the College or is infringing upon 
the rights of other individuals or organizations to engage in Expressive Activities or is in 
violation of this Procedure, the person or entity will be asked to alter the means of 
expression (e.g. relocation, alternative time). If the person or group does not alter their 
conduct, or when necessary to preserve or protect the substantial College interests 
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especially those concerning health and safety of individuals, the President or designee 
or a law enforcement officer may demand that activity terminate and/or the persons or 
groups asked to leave. Assistance of SFPD or applicable local law enforcement agency 
will be requested.  
Violators of this procedure and/or Rule 2.10 may be subject to sanctions for non- 
compliance, which include payment of fines, restitution, or reasonable charges resulting 
from the non- compliance, such as repairing, cleaning, painting and/or replacement 
costs of damaged Facilities or waste removal, or other appropriate sanction. College 
students, faculty, and staff may be subject to institutional disciplinary or administrative 
action as stated in the Student Conduct Code and/or guidelines governing staff and 
faculty. External entities may be issued a trespass warning and denied future access to 
the College campus. Violations that warrant police intervention will be reported to 
SFPD. 

Requests for Exceptions 
Only the President may waive requirements of this procedure. Comments regarding or 
requests for waiving requirements may be sent in writing to the Director of Student Life, 
3000 NW 83rd Street, Building S236, Gainesville, Florida 32606-6200. The Office of the 
President will notify the appropriate College official of approval or disapproval of the 
request. 
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