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Title: Dissemination of Information 

on College Premises 
General Authority: F.S. §1001.64(5) 
Law Implemented: F.S. §1001.64(5); §1004.097 
Effective Date: June 17, 2026 

Purpose: Santa Fe College is committed to the support of free speech and 
expression on campus within the appropriate context of time, place, and 
manner. 

The College encourages free speech and expression on College premises in a way that 
is in compliance with the law and College policies. All persons and entities involved in 
Expressive Activities, as defined below, are subject to this Rule and its implementing 
procedure and to all applicable local, state, and federal laws and regulations that govern 
a person in the practice of their rights of expression, including those validly limiting the 
exercise of free speech. Persons who wish to engage in Expressive Activities in indoor 
College Facilities are governed by policies of the College related to use of facilities, 
academic freedom, and others as applicable.  

Definitions 
“Commercial Speech” means speech in which the person or entity is engaged in 
commerce, the intended audience is commercial or actual or potential consumers, and 
the content of the message is commercial.  
“Commercial Activities” means the solicitation or sale of goods or services and includes 
any activity or event which is intended to result in financial gain to the salesperson, 
individual, or business entity. With some limited exceptions included herein, fundraising 
(including political fundraising) is deemed a form of Commercial Activities for purposes 
of this Rule. 
“Defamatory Speech” means speech that is unlawful, including but not limited to 
defamation, fraud, incitement, fighting words, true threats of violence or harm, speech 
integral to criminal conduct, and child pornography. 
“Facilities” or “Facility” refers to Santa Fe College (SF) owned or operated campuses, 
centers, buildings, grounds, property, physical structures, meeting rooms, classrooms, 
labs, auditoriums, athletic courts, fields, and the gymnasium. 
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“Expressive Activities” are activities protected under the First Amendment to the United 
States Constitution and Article I of the Florida Constitution and include, but are not 
limited to, any lawful oral or written communication of ideas, including all forms of 
peaceful assembly, protests, and speeches; distributing literature; carrying signs; 
circulating petitions; faculty research, lectures, writings, and commentary, whether 
published or unpublished; and the recording and publication, including via the internet, 
of video or audio recorded in Outdoor Areas of Campus. Expressive Activities do not 
include Defamatory Speech or Commercial Speech.  
“Outdoor Areas of Campus” means generally accessible areas of a Santa Fe College 
campus or center that are outside of buildings or enclosures and in which members of 
the College community are commonly allowed, including grassy areas, walkways, or 
other similar common areas. This term excludes (a) Lawrence W. Tyree Library’s 
covered porch, (b) SF athletic fields, (c) Santa Fe College Teaching Zoo, and (d) other 
outdoor areas where access is restricted by the College for safety or security reasons 
(e.g. roofs, equipment control areas, closed construction sites).  
“Sanctioned College Event” is an event scheduled, organized, or sanctioned by the 
Board, the President or designee, or an authorized College department or College 
offical, to benefit the students of the College or the community where authorized 
individuals or entities are invited to offer information or sell goods or services. These 
Sanctioned College Events include but are not limited to art festivals, housing fairs, 
career fairs, volunteer fairs, athletic events, Zoo events, and fine art performances.   

Public Assembly in Outdoor Areas of Campus: 
There is a right to engage in Expressive Activities, and those rights must be balanced 
with the safety of and civility towards others who are utilizing College property to 
pursue their education, to access services, or to work. The Board has a legitimate and 
significant interest in ensuring the orderly operations of the College and preserving the 
safety and security of its Facilities. A person who wishes to engage in Expressive 
Activities in Outdoor Areas of Campus may do so freely, spontaneously, and 
contemporaneously as long as the person’s conduct: 

1. Is lawful; and
2. Does not materially and substantially disrupt the functioning of the College; and
3. Does not infringe upon the rights of other persons or organizations to engage in

Expressive Activities; and
4. Conforms with the Procedure implementing this Rule.

Students, faculty, or staff of the College may not materially disrupt previously scheduled 
or reserved activities at Facilities occurring at the same time. It is not the role of the 
College to shield students, faculty, or staff from Expressive Activities they may find 
uncomfortable, unwelcome, disagreeable, or offensive. Expressive Activities and 
Commercial Activities by persons or entities that occur at a Facility do not expressly or 
implicitly act as an endorsement or an embracing by the College of the views, goals, 
objectives, and opinions of those involved persons or entities. 
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Commercial Speech and Commercial Activities: 
The regulation of Commercial Speech and Commercial Activities at College Facilities is 
necessary to preserve the mission, values, and responsibilities of the College and to 
provide for the health and safety of the College community. Commercial Speech and 
Commercial Activities are prohibited at College Facilities, unless permitted by this Rule. 
The following Commercial Speech and Commercial Activities are permitted at College 
Facilities: (1) by vendors, contractors, or entities authorized by way of a written 
executed agreement with the College (e.g. those operating in food court, bookstore, 
library, food trucks, vending machines); (2) by persons and entities that have 
authorization as part of a Sanctioned College Event or an approved College Facility use 
(see Rule 6.4/6.4P); and (3) by incubating participants in the Center for Innovation and 
Economic Development (CIED). 
For purposes of this Rule, fundraising activities by the following are not considered 
Commercial Speech or Commercial Activities: (1) the Santa Fe College Foundation, Inc. 
(2) SF chapter of the Association of Florida Colleges, (3) SF Athletics, (4) SF chartered 
student organization as an authorized a project of that student organization, and (5) 
others that are approved in writing by the President.
Non-Compliance: 

All persons and entities who engage in Expressive Activities at or in College Facilities 
must comply with the law and College policies. Those found in violation may be directed 
to relocate, to cease an act, to terminate, to leave, and/or be subject to sanctions. Such 
sanctions may include, but are not limited to, the payment of fines, restitution, or 
reasonable charges resulting from non-compliance, including repairing, cleaning, 
painting, and/or replacement costs of damaged Facilities or waste removal. College 
students, faculty, and staff may be subject to institutional disciplinary or administrative 
action as stated in the Student Conduct Code and/or guidelines governing staff and 
faculty. 
The Santa Fe College Police Department’s (SFPD) processes regarding trespassing 
are applicable to and may be enforced at all College Facilities. Persons or entities in 
violation of College policies or the law may be issued a trespass warning and/or denied 
future access to College premises. Violations that require police intervention will be 
reported to the SFPD or the applicable local law enforcement agency. Nothing herein 
shall be interpreted to preclude or limit the exercise of authority by the SFPD and other 
law enforcement agencies. 
The President is directed to adopt a procedure in furtherance of this rule, which may 
create and enforce restrictions that are reasonable and content-neutral on time, place, 
and manner of expression.  

Rule History 
June 2026 (410.661)
November 2002 (410.346)
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